
February 16, 2017 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF 
 
With the recent spike in residential burglaries, we have heard the understandable concern from 
community members who are worried.  I felt this was a good time to reach out to let you know what 
your police department is doing regarding this trend. 
 

 Normal patrol staffing levels are being increased to provided increased visibility of officers in 
your neighborhoods 

 Detective personnel are working diligently on leads that have been developed to solve these 
crimes.  Detectives are also working in collaboration with other San Mateo County law 
enforcement agencies to share information and work together as one team to solve this 
problem.  This trend is occurring in several local jurisdictions, not just Pacifica. 

 Increased efforts are being made to educate the community regarding how to keep 
neighborhoods and homes safe.   

 
In the age of instant, real time information, we know our community members want up to date 
information as it happens regarding these types of problems, and status of the investigations.  However, 
it is important to remember that releasing investigative information could jeopardize cases and lead to 
the inability to prosecute those responsible.  Simply put, if we aren’t putting out a lot of information 
about the investigations, rest assured, it is because we can’t, not because we aren’t diligently working 
these cases.   
 
In conversations we have had with community members over the last several days, people have told us 
of suspicious persons they have seen, but did not report it to the police department because they 
weren’t sure if the persons were involved in criminal activity.  Please remember, you know your 
neighborhood better than anyone.  If something or someone seems out of place and is suspicious to 
you, call us.  It’s our job to determine if something is wrong, or if everything is fine.  You can remain 
anonymous when you call the police department to report something if you don’t feel comfortable to 
leave your name. 
 
Finally, when using Next Door, remember, the police department cannot read your communications 
with each other.  You must send us a private message if you want to let us know something, or if you 
make a post that you want us to read, click the “notify police” button.  Please do not use Next Door, 
other social media, or email to report in-progress suspicious activity.  Call us at 650-738-7314, or 911. 
 
Thank you for being the supportive, caring community that you are.   
 

Daniel Steidle 

Chief of Police  
Pacifica Police Department 
 


