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PROPER POOL MAINTENANCE MEANS YOU CAN DIVE INTO A  
NO POLLUTION SUMMER IN SAN  MATEO COUNTY 

 
SMCWPPP reminds residents to maintain and properly drain their pools, spas, and fountains 

this summer in order to reduce water pollution in our community 
 
Jump in! The water feels great!  
 
San Mateo County, Calif. - As summer approaches, the San Mateo Countywide Water 
Pollution Prevention Program (SMCWPPP) is reminding residents about the importance of 
proper pool, spa, and fountain maintenance to help reduce chemical usage, minimize pollution 
issues, and save water.  With regular cleaning and by maintaining proper chlorine levels and 
adequate water filtration, pool, spa, and fountain owners can reduce their chemical usage and 
protect aquatic life by eliminating the need to drain and refill them. 
 
“Well-maintained pools, spas, and fountains with a balanced pH factor do not require the use of 
chemical algaecides,” explains Matt Fabry of SMCWPPP. “Many algaecides contain copper, 
which can be harmful to aquatic life.  Our goal is to reduce the use of these chemicals and keep 
pool, spa, and fountain water out of local storm drains, thereby protecting local creeks, San 
Francisco Bay, and the Pacific Ocean.” 
 
How does a backyard pool, spa, or fountain pollute local waters? It’s simple: when drained to 
streets, the water and any chemicals flow into storm drains and straight to local creeks, the Bay, 
or the ocean without any cleaning or filtering.  Draining pools, spas, and fountains to storm 
drains can pollute water bodies with copper, chlorine, sediments, and other contaminants. 
 
SMCWPPP asks residents to follow these simple tips to reduce pollution: 
 

 Keep your pool, spa, or fountain maintained with a balanced pH to minimize chemical 
usage and the need to drain and refill. 

 If you must use an algaecide, ask a pool supply store to recommend one that does not 
contain copper. 

 In general, select products with reduced phosphates. Without phosphate, algae cannot 
thrive.  
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 If needed, slowly drain your pool, spa, or fountain to a sanitary sewer cleanout so the 
water will go to a treatment plant or to a vegetated area where it can safely soak into the 
ground.  

 Avoid draining your pool or spa to a paved driveway, street, or storm drain. 
 If you need to clean your pool filters, rinse them over landscaped areas. Fresh water will 

dilute the chlorine so it won’t harm plants or grass. 
 After refilling your pool, check chemical levels daily for at least a week to monitor 

proper doses.  
 
By practicing proactive maintenance, selecting appropriate products, and safely draining our 
pools, spas, and fountains, San Mateo County residents will help keep our creeks, Bay, and 
ocean clean!  
 
For more information on reducing water pollution around your home or yard, visit 
www.flowstobay.org or www.BayWise.org.    
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