
Sally Lieber’s response to the attack ads 
  
By Ian Butler 
  
Many, if not all, Pacifica voters recently got one or more last-minute 
attack flyers going after Sally Lieber, who is running for State Senate 
and is endorsed by the Pacifica Progressive Alliance. It felt like deja vu 
all over again, and brought up painful memories of John Keener, 
Pacifica’s former mayor, who was barraged with dishonest fliers in the 
last election. This year’s fliers seemed obviously misleading, so I called 
Sally to give her a chance to respond to the spin. This is our 
conversation, lightly edited for clarity. 
  
Ian: How does it feel to be on the receiving end of this? 
  
Sally: I consider it a badge of honor to be attacked by these corporate 
interests, and I wouldn’t have it any other way. 
  
Ian: The fliers are by the “Cooperative of American Physicians” based in 
L.A. Why would they be attacking you?  
  
Sally: I was asked to sign their pledge to keep the amount juries can 
award for medical malpractice to the same level it has been since 1975. 
I was told that if I didn’t sign the pledge, there would be negative ads. 
  
Ian: At least they were honest about that! The flier also says: “Sally 
Lieber made a big deal out of turning down a salary increase, but…she 
chose to take a $1,000 per month salary increase.” What’s that about? 
  
Sally: At the height of the financial crisis, we were given a 12 percent 
salary increase. Jackie Speier and I turned it down, as we were having 
to make tough budget cuts that affected people’s lives, and it seemed 
inappropriate. Later, when the budget situation improved, we took the 
raise like everybody else. But at no time did we “make a big deal out of 
it.” It just seemed like the right thing to do. 
  
Ian: The other claim is that “Sally Lieber authored a bill that would have 
benefited a pharmaceutical company in which her family held stock.” 
  



Sally: I introduced a bill requiring the HPV vaccine be made available to 
all pre-adolescent girls. I later learned that my husband’s grandparents’ 
trust, which I had no money in, held stock in a company that is one of 
the two manufacturers of the vaccine. So I dropped my sponsorship of 
the bill. That’s it. 
  
Ian: Wow, it’s actually pretty impressive if that’s the worst thing they 
could find on you! 
  
Sally: My husband likes to point out that I’m messy at home, but they 
thankfully didn't ask him! 
  
Ian: Do you think these attack fliers will have an effect? 
  
Sally: People are starting to think about why these special interests, who 
have nothing to do with our community, are spending $372,000 to attack 
me. In this election alone, $6 million will be spent, mostly by special 
interests. That money could go to better use, which is why we need 
clean campaign laws. 


