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Redwood City, CA: Over fifty directly affected family members, faith 
leaders, and advocates filled the San Mateo County Board Chambers on 
Wednesday, October 23, 2019 at the County’s TRUTH Act Forum to urge 
Sheriff Bolanos to stop assisting Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) with deportations. Under the California’s TRUTH Act, any local 
legislative body that turns immigrants over to ICE must hold an annual 
forum. At the Forum, the San Mateo County Coalition for Immigrant 
Rights (SMCCIR), a coalition of immigrant rights and faith-based 
organizations, underscored the harm caused by Sheriff Bolanos’ policy of 
turning community members over to ICE, an agency known for its human 
rights abuses. 
Nora Meléndez, whose partner was one of the 51 people transferred to ICE 
last year by the Sheriff’s Department, spoke at length about the impact 
such transfers have had on her family at the forum. “On top of severe 
emotional distress for my family with three young children, my partner’s 
eight-month ICE detainment cost us over $37,000 due to legal fees, loss of 
income, living expenses, and telephone fees,” said Ms. Meléndez. “The 
larger community helped bring my partner home. But my kids still ask 
where he is if he leaves the room. My youngest daughter didn’t recognize 
her dad the day he came home.” 
During the forum, attendees shared similarly powerful testimonies 
speaking to the damage that working with ICE causes to families, youth, 
and community members. They expressed disappointment that a county 
that purports to welcome immigrants ranks 9th in the state for transferring 
individuals to ICE, has committed eight potential violations of the 
California Values Act, and is out of step when compared to its neighboring 
counties. At the end of public comment, the San Mateo County Board of 
Supervisors and Sheriff’s Office closed the meeting immediately, with little 
acknowledgement of their constituents’ unanimous demands to end all 
entanglement with ICE. Sheriff Bolanos left for about half of the forum and 



did not listen to concerns of the community. Following the forum, 
attendees expressed how they felt dismissed by their elected officials. 
Sheriff Bolanos has yet to show his concern about how ICE is still affecting 
his constituents. 
“San Mateo is nestled between two of the most progressive counties on this 
issue in the state – Santa Clara and San Francisco,” said Grisel Ruiz, 
supervising attorney at the Immigrant Legal Resource Center. “We urge the 
county to join its sister counties and adopt a policy which cooperates with 
the community first and foremost, not with ICE.” 
SMCCIR continues to state its deep concern with Sheriff Bolanos’ 
entanglement with ICE and calls the Sheriff to adopt a bright-line policy 
that prohibits all assistance to ICE. Under the Sheriff’s current policy, some 
immigrants who serve their time in county jails and have earned their 
release are handed over to ICE instead of being released back to their 
families and communities. This creates a cruel, two-tiered form of 
punishment that discriminates against immigrants while allowing others to 
re-enter society. 
“The Sheriff’s policy has permanently criminalized our loved ones through 
working with ICE. Deportation is a cruel form of punishment for those 
who’ve already served their time, and for a mistake that could have 
resolved years ago,” added Nora Meléndez. 
SMCCIR believes that Sheriff Bolanos’ ties to ICE targets already 
marginalized communities of color in San Mateo County and ignore real 
solutions to prevent harm. Access to jobs, education, healthcare, housing, 
and recovery programs contribute to a thriving and healthy San Mateo 
County. The coalition emphasizes how labels of criminality have 
historically been used to discard the rights of people of color, and the 
coalition stands against any policy that diminishes any person’s humanity. 
“The community will continue to organize and advocate for a policy that 
ensures no entanglement with ICE. If the County truly values being 
welcoming and inclusive to all its residents, the Sheriff and the Board of 
Supervisors must recognize that it cannot be complicit in the deportation 
of community members and their families. Immigrants should be afforded 
the rights, safety, and protection that anyone else who lives here does,” said 
Maricela Gutiérrez, Executive Director at Services, Immigrant Rights & 
Education Network (SIREN). 
	


