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Editorial, Letters to the EditorOpinions?
News Submission Guidelines
The PacificaTribune welcomes your emailed news items.

Email story suggestions to horaceh1@yahoo.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number. News items include
community events, activities, education, lifestyle, business,
sports, entertainment, etc. News stories are published on
a space-available basis. The Tribune does not guarantee
placement of any event. Photos are also accepted and must
be sent as JPEG files attached to your email. Please pro-
vide the photographer’s name and the names and titles (if
any) of people in the photo. The deadline for receipt of news
items is 5 p.m. on Wednesday for the following week’s pub-
lication. Your submission must be no more than 500 words.
Briefer is better. The Tribune reserves the right to edit the
story to fit the space.

Letters to the Editor
Letters must be no more than 250 words. Email your

letter to tribuneletters@bayareanewsgroup.com. Include
your first and last name, home address and telephone num-
ber for verification. Neither your address nor phone num-
ber will be printed in the newspaper, just the part of the
community where you live (Linda Mar, Rockaway, Manor,
etc.). We reserve the right to edit letters for length, good
taste, libel and clarity. No anonymous letters will be printed.
Deadline for receipt of your letter is 5 p.m. on Thursday for
the following week’s publication. Letters will be published
in order of receipt. Letters longer than 250 words will be
returned to the sender.

Opinion Columns
The Tribune editor will consider requests to

write an opinion column of no more than 500
words. Email your request to tribuneletters@
bayareanewsgroup.com. All submissions must be received
by Thursday noon for the following week’s publication.
Opinion columns longer than 500 words will be returned to
the sender. Include your first and last name, home address
and telephone number for verification. If you are affiliated
with an organization that relates to your submission, please
list your affiliation with the organization.

Life Tributes
The deadline for submitting an obituary is 5 p.m.

on Friday for the following week’s publication. If a
memorial service is being held the week of publica-
tion, a late obituary will be accepted on Monday at
noon. Email all obituaries and accompanying photo to
tribuneobits@bayareanewsgroup.com. Only one photo per
obituary. Send photo as a PDF or JPEG attachment to your
document. Price: 250 words or less: $60 without a photo-
graph; $85 with a photograph. Obituaries longer than 250
words may be subject to an additional cost. For additional
information, call 650-359-6666.

Milestone News & Calendar
The Tribune welcomes engagement, wedding and an-

niversary announcements. Photos will be accepted with
engagement and wedding announcements. For anniversa-
ries of more than 25 years, photos are accepted. Announce-
ment of events and/or fundraising activities are also wel-
comed for publication in the Tribune Community Notes
section. Email announcements and calendar events to
tribunecalendar@bayareanewsgroup.com.

Submitted Photos
Email JPEG photos to tribunephotos@

bayareanewsgroup.com. Please provide photographer’s
name and identify subjects in the photo. Photos submitted
may be published at our discretion in the Tribune or any of
its publications, or any other Bay Area News Group news-
paper or website.

(Receipt of the above items by email is preferred; however, 
submissions may also be dropped off at the Tribune office,
59 Bill Drake Way by the listed deadline.)

* Opinions expressed by columnists &
letter writers are theirs alone and not those
of the Pacifica Tribune.
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Letters
to the editor

John Maybury

Wandering &
Wondering

HELP A HORSE DAY
Equine rescues, sanctuaries, and animal shelters across the
nation soon will celebrate ASPCA Help a Horse Day. Double
J Ranch, a shelter in Montara, hosts an open house on Satur-
day, April 25 at 1 p.m. Reserve a spot by calling Joe Sarasua
at 650-451-6424 or email backahorse@hotmail.com. Learn
more about the ranch at supportahorse.org. Sarasua sup-
ports rescue efforts through fundraising to help abandoned,
neglected, and abused horses.

I SCREAM FOR ICE CREAM
Jean Headley Darmody, your hardworking Tribune 
proofreader, likes ice cream at least as much as I do, and 
has taken to the “pages” of PacificaRiptide.com to pro-
pose a Dairy Queen, Foster’s Freeze, or other soft-serve 
ice cream stand for Pacifica. Sonic, anyone? A Riptide
reader suggests the site of the former Denny’s. (Coinci-
dentally, the city is polling residents about replacements 
for Denny’s, and a rumor floating around town has 
Fresh&Easy becoming Wild Oats.)

PET POISON
The 10 most common poisonous plants for household 
pets are marijuana, sago palm, lilies, tulip (narcissus) 
bulbs, azalea (rhododendron), oleander, castor beans, 
cyclamen, kalanchoe, and yew. (Source: American Soci-
ety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, aspca.org)

SANDHILL CRANE COUNTRY
The 50,000-acre Cosumnes River Preserve and its prehis-
toric-looking sandhill cranes evoke another time, when the
Central Valley was a marshy, verdant basin teeming with
wildlife. The preserve is still a quiet oasis in the middle of
a region rapidly morphing from peaceful farmland into
stucco suburbia. Kayak-accessible waterways and 11 miles
of footpaths make the refuge an enjoyable escape for ur-

banites looking for connections to nature and California’s
past. V-formations of cranes crisscross the refuge at differ-
ent times of day, but the best times to see the 3-foot-long,
red-headed birds are sunrise and sunset. The preserve also
is home to more than 200 species of ducks, geese, and other
birds, plus 40 fish species, that enjoy the shaded areas or
open ponds created by the only free-running, undammed
river on the western slope of the Sierra Nevada. The pre-
serve is dotted with endangered California oak trees,
the last vestiges of the Golden State’s ancient heritage.
(Sources: cosumnes.org, dfw.ca.gov)

SWEET SOUNDS
Donald Kroodsma’s book “The Singing Life of Birds: The Art
and Science of Listening to Birdsong” is based on his years
of biking America’s backroads with recording equipment
strapped on his back. A retired biology professor at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts, Kroodsma’s work on birdsong is
legendary. His book won the 2006 John Burroughs Medal
Award and the American Birding Association’s Robert
Ridgway Distinguished Service Award for excellence in pub-
lications on field ornithology. In 2003 the American Ornithol-
ogists’ Union called him the “reigning authority on the biol-
ogy of avian vocal behavior.” Kroodsma received his Ph.D.
at Oregon State University. He is a Fellow of the American
Ornithologists’ Union and the Animal Behavior Society, and
has published hundreds of academic and popular articles.
(Source: Houghton Mifflin Company, publisher)

SWAMI SEZ
“The world may be only an illusion, but it’s the only illu-
sion we’ve got.” (Edward Abbey)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
Blog: PacificaRiptide.com
Email: Mayburrito@Goofbuster.com
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Orange sunset

New Book club
Editor:

The Cypress Lawn Heritage Founda-
tion has launched a book club. On April 9
at 11 a.m. Author Monika Trobits will be
present for a discussion on Antebellum
and Civil War San Francisco. They will
meet on the second floor in the Recep-
tion area. The building is located at 1370
El Camino in Colma. The next one is on
May 21. For more information contact
Terry Hamburgat (650)550-8812. Terry
will do his annual Antique Appraisals on
April 19. Two articles per person. The
definition of antique started in 1830 be-
fore the Industrial Age. Sixty to 70 years
is considered a collectible and below that
is considered collectible. Vintage used to
define wine, but now anything old is con-
sidered vintage and the age is in the eyes
of the beholder. At auction two thirds is
considered fair market value or what a
person is willing to pay and location can
be a factor. Replacement Inc., has every-
thing. Missing that cup that goes to the
saucer to your set of matching dishes.
Pressed glass is less expensive than cut
glass.  So, all you collectors join us and
share what you have.

Therese M. Dyer
Linda Mar

Another good 
story
Editor:

On behalf of the Pacifica Beach Coali-
tion, many of our supporters, and also
myself we would like to share how very
much we appreciate Jean Bartlett and
all of her writings here in Pacifica.  She
finds hidden and fascinating stories in
our community and brings them to life
in a way that interests and connects
us all. The PBC has been fortunate to
have Jean cover many of our PBC spe-
cial events including Earth Day, Coastal
Cleanup Day and the Surf Movie event.
For each article, she delves deep and
somehow finds and brings out informa-
tion we did not even know while weav-
ing a story that is fascinating and fun
and draws in all of the readers. We have
benefited greatly from her stories and
we have enjoyed ALL of her articles and
can’t thank you enough for bringing her
writing talents to your paper.  She keeps
us all abreast of the many wonderful
things happening here in Pacifica as well
as the truly special individuals, projects,
and behind the scenes events we would
never know about if it weren’t for Jean.
Jean has contributed greatly to the fab-
ric of our community by sleuthing out
and sharing all of these stories in articles

in the Tribune. She has helped our Paci-
fica Beach Coalition reach a wider audi-
ence and engage them in protecting our
environment just as she has engaged us
in the arts and the schools, and has fos-
tered an appreciation by all for the many
awesome characters of our community.
If we can say one thing it would be to
please have her write more stories to be
published in the Tribune! In addition, we
can’t thank Jean enough for connecting
our community and sharing what is spe-
cial about it through the written word!

Lynn Adams
Pacifica Beach Coalition
Pacific Manor

Lawsuit saga
Editor:

It was great to see that the second
frivolous law suit to stop the safety wid-
ening of highway one was thrown out.
And also the other lawsuit trying to shut
down Sharp Park Golf Course. The gang-
of-no will continue to file these baseless
cases in an effort to delay and hopefully
stop progress here. In my opinion they
should be counter sued by the City and
Caltrans for court costs when they lose,
which it seems they always do.

Robert Hutchinson
Sharp Park

two buildings to operate,
the JPA and City of Paci-
fica agreed to temporarily
share the cost of funding
14 extra service hours
a week, for a total of 74
hours.  The understanding
was that Pacifica would
work toward building one
library to serve the whole
city and so would not con-
tinue to need the extra
hours.  For many years,

the City Council has had
to vote to renew funding
for those extra hours. In
July of 2014, due to fis-
cal issues, that funding
wasn’t renewed.

Here’s the irony. With
all that money being
spent to add the extra
time, we could never take
advantage of those 74 or
60 hours.

Even though the librar-
ies were open 74 hours,
the longest time that you
could spend in the library
was 47 hours. (Unless you
have super powers that al-

low you to be in two places
at once!)  This was due to
overlapping hours of op-
eration between Sharp
Park and Sanchez. Hours
overlapped on Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Saturday.

Despite losing the
funding for the extra 14
hours, you can still spend
47 hours a week in a Pa-
cifica library. Each build-
ing is now open 30 hours
a week, with overlapping
hours only on Wednesday
and Saturday.

Lack of open hours is

just one of the reasons
that the Pacifica Library
Foundation has been
working for the last 12
years to build one modern
library in Pacifica. We
need a library that will be
open seven days a week
and that, without super
powers, we can visit 60
hours a week.

For more information,
please visit the PLF web-
site at pacificalibrary-
foundation.com

(Ellen Ron is the President of the
Pacifica Library Foundation)

My turn
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