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Community Forum & Opinions

Find us online: www.mercurynews.com/pacifica

We welcome your letters to the editor and
guest opinion columns. They are a vital part of
this community newspaper. But our time and
space are limited, so we ask you to share responsibility with us by following these rules:
• Be brief: 250-300 words for letters, 500
words for op-ed pieces. We don’t plan to count
words, but submissions clearly exceeding
these limits will not run. People may edit down
and resubmit if they wish.
• Be civil and neighborly: no name-calling, no rants or sermons, no personal attacks.
Stick to the issues. We will not print any libelous or inflammatory material. We reserve the
right to decline a letter.
• Be clear and concise. Check your grammar and logic. Do NOT send multiple or rough
drafts — final version only. We reserve the
right to edit minor errors of spelling, punctuation, and fact, but if your submission requires
major editing, we will return it to you to fix and
resubmit if you wish.
• The deadline for all submissions is Thursday noon of the week preceding publication.
• We will apply these rules fairly and consistently to all our valued contributors: no exceptions, no special favors.
• Please provide your full name, address,
and telephone number with all submissions,
but only your name and district where you live
will appear in print.
• Send your submission by email to tribuneopinion@bayareanewsgroup.com.

Lens on Pacifica

Letters and Op-Ed policy

Submitted Photos Policy
• Send jpeg photos by email tribunephotos@bayareanewsgroup.com. Please provide
name of the photographer. Photos submitted
may be published at our discretion in the Pacifica Tribune or any of its publications, or any
other BANG newspaper or website.

* The opinions and “factual
assertions” expressed by columnists &
letter writers are theirs alone and not
those of the Pacifica Tribune.
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Letters
to the editor
Tour thanks
Editor:
The 274 members of the Pacifica Historical Society send “thanks” to the many
localites that enjoyed a castle tour during
the last two weekends in May. The re-actors (ghosts) frequently heard “I’ve lived in
Pacifica for 50 years and I’ve never been
here before. Several visitors informed the
ghost of Reverend Harkins that “you married me” and one gentleman brought a bible that the Reverend had signed when he
was presiding as leader of the Presbyterian
flock at the Little Brown Church (LBC) for
more than 30 years.
We also entertained many tourists from
out-of-town, some in couples, small groups
and several large contingents, i.e., 37 from
the East Bay who toured then lunched at
Nick’s, 30 from Novato who enjoyed Tams
Chinese fare after their tour.
I want to thank the PHS members who
participated in the two long weekends
of tours at Sam’s Castle — the re-actors
(ghosts), the hosts refreshment servers,
and those who manned the souvenir counter, where they sold an amazing amount of
Pacifica jack cheese, more than 120 pounds.
Watch for an event in the future where the
jack cheese will be honored (perhaps at the
Fog Fest) when the motto will be, “If you
don’t know Pacifica, you don’t know jack.”
But now our focus is on the completion of the restoration of the LBC and the
opening of the museum and event center.
A gala weekend is being planned. One PHS
member, Erika Rigling, has written a play
depicting the history of the coast and that
pageant will be performed several times

during the opening weekend. Watch for
the announcement of the date for this significant event.
In the meantime, plan to join us for
another Bob Milne concert at the Moose
Lodge on Wednesday, July 16. Billed as
“the best ragtime and boogie-woogie pianist in the world,” Bob always engages his
audiences with great music and stories of
his musical career.
Kathleen Manning
President, PHS

Find new solutions

Dear Pacificans, Caltrans District 4
and SMCTA
Pacifica needs solutions to improvements to Highway 1, but we don’t need oldschool, pre-climate change, ($55,000,000)
$55 million plus, waste of taxpayer funds
solutions like the current Highway 1 Calera
Parkway widening project.
Pacificans, including the San Mateo
County Transportation Authority’s Joe
Hurley, driving north during morning
peak traffic hours have noticed this week
that there is no “peak hour” traffic backup.
NO peak AM backup. Why? Because high
schools and colleges are closed for the summer. This small reduction in the amount of
contributing traffic equals no morning traffic delay. There is no a.m. traffic back up
even with K-8 schools in session for three
more weeks.
This reduction in traffic delay points Editor:
Our city says it’s short of revenue, yet
to solutions and issues never raised in the
EIR approved by Caltrans. What would it it continues to subsidize a private lobbying
take to achieve a year-round solution of
See LETTERS, Page 13
less traffic and less vehicle miles travelled?

Stop funding the
Chamber

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
HIGHWAY 1 DETOUR
I dropped by the Caltrans trailer park in Linda Mar recently
and chatted with the man in charge of the San Pedro Creek
bridge project. Crews already have begun prep work for the
Highway 1 detour via Pedro Point frontage road, but actual
traffic diversion begins the week of June 17. Look for possible
snarls in traffic as well as inside the cars. Be prepared for
gnarly traffic at the reroute chokepoints. The project raises
the height of the Highway 1 bridge over the creek to that of
the frontage road bridge. The new bridge is to be seismically
safer and stronger than the 60-year-old span it replaces.
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Are we really only talking about a couple
hundred cars or less? That’s what the flowing traffic points to this week.
We need solutions, but solutions that address the big picture. The big picture is that
Highway 1 is our main street in the south of
Pacifica. We demand a beautiful, livable,
walkable city that fits in with the state’s
goals of less vehicle miles, less greenhouse
gas emissions, and people — especially
kids — unafraid to cross the highway. We
demand the sustainable forward-thinking
solutions officially promoted by Caltrans,
SMCTA and city of Pacifica in their regulations and policy documents, but not followed in the EIR. The EIR represents the
outdated, outmoded Caltrans planning
criticized by the State Smart Transportation Initiative (SSTI)/University of Wisconsin–Madison study, and also criticized
in public comments on the EIR as well as
comments by the National Park Service/
GGNRA and Coastal Commission.
What can you do for us? When will you
address Pacifica’s unique traffic conditions
in a public forum?
We need solutions, not just more pavement.
Julie Starobin
Manor District

DANGER AT DEVIL’S SLIDE TUNNELS
While I had Caltrans’ ear, I suggested adding a “WRONG WAY,
DO NOT ENTER” sign at the Devil’s Slide Tunnels north portal where the roadway splits before the bridge, to prevent a
southbound driver (especially a drunk or disoriented one on a
foggy night) from accidentally entering the northbound lane
and causing a horrendous crash with oncoming traffic. If you
drive south toward the tunnel entrance, you will see the split
I am talking about right before you get onto the bridge. With
all the lane and line markings at that banked curve, you can
see the visual confusion and potential for a deadly head-on
collision with a wrong-way driver. And don’t get me started
on the ridiculously narrow bike lanes alongside Highway 1
leading up the hill to the tunnels, which together with blind
curves and excessive motorist speed, can only mean a really
bad accident is just waiting to happen. As you know if you
regularly read this column and my Pacifica Riptide blog, I am
a huge fan of the tunnels. Always have been. But as we learn
to drive the new Highway 1 configuration, we are discovering
safety issues that could use a tweak or two to make Devil’s
Slide a safer place to drive. Let’s hope Caltrans and the City
of Pacifica are listening.

HOW GREEN ARE YOU?
Despite our personal differences over politics, sports, and breakfast cereals, we all can agree that each of us is responsible for
helping to save our crazy little planet. We can despair about climate change; there is no denying the evidence. But for the sake of
our mental health, and the health of the Earth, we should try to do
as many green things as we possibly can do. Each green behavior
change makes a difference. So here in no particular order are ideas
for you to act on now: buy natural, nontoxic cleaning products; use
sustainable building and construction materials and practices; get
low-flow toilets and showerheads; reuse, recycle, and compost; install solar panels; ride a bicycle or a bus to shop and work; get better gas mileage (lots of good advice out there on the Internet and
from your Uncle Charlie); buy local; use a clothesline, not a dryer;
instead of running heaters and air conditioners, dress according
to the temperature (we coastsiders do our bit for the environment
by wearing shorts and t-shirts year-round); switch to energy-saving light bulbs; do your reading and research, then vote green;
walking is good for you and good for the planet; eat and drink organic; take the train whenever you can (it’s much cleaner than
the plane); join the Pacifica Beach Coalition; share this newspaper
with someone else, then recycle it.
SWAMI SEZ
“If you want to lengthen the perspective of time, then fill it, if you
have the chance, with a thousand new things. Go on an exciting
journey, rejuvenate yourself by breathing new life into the world
around you. When you look back, you will notice that the incidents…have heaped up.” (Jean-Marie Guyau, 19th-century philosopher, quoted by Douwe Draaisma in his book “Why Life Speeds
Up As You Get Older”)
MAYBURRITOVILLE
Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com
Blogger: PacificaRiptide.com
Editor: Goofbuster.com

SPEAK YOUR VOICE:
We encourage letters to the editor from readers. They must be between 250-300 words,
typed and include first and last name, home address and telephone number for verification.
Letters will be printed in order of receipt. Requests to author an opinion column of no more than
500 words will be considered by the Editor. Email them to tribuneopinion@bayareanewsgroup.com.
All submissions must be received by 12 noon on Thursday.

