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SPEAK YOUR VOICE:
We encourage letters to the editor from readers. They must be between 250-300 words,

typed and include first and last name, home address and telephone number for verification.
Letters will be printed in order of receipt. Requests to author an opinion column of no more than

500 words will be considered by the Editor. Email them to tribuneopinion@bayareanewsgroup.com.
All submissions must be received by 12 noon on Thursday.

Fire Inspection fees
Editor:

Eureka Square Shopping Center con-
tains no less than 43 individual business
offices, each one now subject to fire inspec-
tion fees imposed, seemingly randomly by
the city of Pacifica.

My question is this — How are these
fees determined and justified by the city?
How many offices and small businesses in
this town are paying for this and how is the
money being used?

I am protesting these charges as un-
reasonable and unnecessary and have at-
tempted to obtain a response from the city
management to no avail. However, my re-
fusal to pay this seemingly confiscatory fee
has been ignored and my account sent to
collection.

To pay $150 to provide this minimum
service seems unconscionable. Is this
fee standard for all small business or is it
based on the nature of the business? Is it
the same fee for an office as for a restau-
rant or higher risk endeavor? Is it justified
in terms of providing a useful service that
didn’t exist prior to 2008? What voice does
small business owners have in this mat-
ter?

At best, this type of handling of budget
issues in this city seems to merely be an
attempt at gathering money from small
businesses to handle a poorly run budget.
Between the costs of rent, insurance, busi-
ness license fees, taxes, membership in lo-
cal organizations such as the Chamber of
Commerce and State and Federal regula-
tions, it is truly a wonder that small busi-
nesses survive.

How do we battle such government in-
trusiveness? Omni Insurance has survived
for more than 40 years here in Pacifica.
In all that time, not one attempt has been
made by our city management to contact
me or any other businessperson I have to
spoken to about this issue. Where does this
stop?

Ron Wilson
Sharp Park

Where have all the 
people gone?

Editor:
At the last Pacifica City Council meeting

before oral communications, Mayor Mary
Ann Nihart remarked that anyone can
speak under oral communications as long
as they do not use slanderous remarks and
address their comments to the entire coun-
cil membership and not address individual
members.

There were a total of six residents in the
audience — five spoke, three I had never
seen there before and the rest were all
staff members in their uniforms and office
garb. So I would have to assume that those
remarks were intended for Roger Medler
and me, since we are the only two challeng-
ing on various violations of state codes. So
I thought I’d enlighten both the council and
staff including our city attorney, that it is
not only unconstitutional, but the court
struck down the no-criticism rule in Griffen
vs. Bryant, el al, USDC New Mexico case
no. 13cv00799 filed Aug. 27, 2013.

I am assuming that the reason people
do not attend is because they are either

working two or three jobs to pay for the
high cost of city salaries and overtime,
or they are tired of speaking to deaf ears,
and the majority simply do not care. And
that my dear friends is what is driving us
to bankruptcy. Why not write a letter to
the editor and tell them why you don’t at-
tend? Do not be afraid what happened to
Tod Scheslinger or Roger Medler, these
are just scare tactics and denying you and
I our constitutional rights. Hope to see you
at the next Pacifica City Council meeting.
Please read Jane Northrop’s column in the
Pacifica Tribune and ask yourselves if we
have a problem.

Therese M. Dyer
Linda Mar

‘Dear Mr. Aasland...’
Editor:
About your flag...I noticed you put it

back up. I guess this means you win. If no
one else in Pacifica believes as I do, I will be
happy to acquiesce. I will deface your flag
with my peace signs no more. And I want
you to know that I admire your tenacity
and seemingly unending preparedness, ie:
all the flags and zip ties. You’re the kind of
guy I truly want to be on the same side as,
the backbone of our nation. You remind me
why I love this country. We are a nation full
of hard-working, generous, faithful, opti-
mistic human beings. I salute you.

So, from now on when I drive down
Highway 1 into Pacifica and see Old Glory
zip tied to the overpass, I’ll use the oppor-
tunity to exercise my imagination instead
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ROAD RASH
An old geezer even older and geezier than me pulls out of Fair-
way Park onto southbound Highway 1 RIGHT in front of me
without even looking, forcing me to slam on my brakes. I pass
and give him stink eye. I know, CHP says no eye contact or ges-
tures lest thee cause road rage, but I have to eyeball this idiot
in a straw hat who almost cost me a point on my insurance. Af-
ter I pass him and drive down the road, I take time to chill out
and rationalize my anger and desire for revenge. All the traffic
experts say not to react or engage with the wrongdoer in any
way. How about you? Does it take you awhile to cool down and
forget about a traffic incident? Do you get sick of having to
swallow your bile and just live with it?
Maybe I should revive my Hog Log of road hogs’ license plate
numbers. These days, with summer beachgoers, bridge de-
tours, and Caltrans’ cockeyed configurations, traffic on the
coast is a nightmare, and it seems to bring out the worst in hu-
man nature: rudeness, aggressiveness, carelessness, thought-
lessness. In fact, there aren’t enough –nesses out there to cover
all the varieties of stupid that I see on the road. Would every-
one please take a smart pill and start driving like you used to
back in drivers ed.?

GOD LOVES DOG
And so do I, I swear to Dog. Some of my best friends are dogs.
So why do some dog owners dishonor their canine companions
by letting them misbehave in public, barking all day or pooping
on sidewalks, while the owners make no effort to discipline and
train their dogs or clean up their messes? Even worse are the
owners who do clean up the messes but leave little plastic bags
of poo by the side of the path. Really? You go to the trouble of
picking it up but can’t be bothered to carry the bag to a trash-

can? That is pathetic. And obnoxious. (Disclaimer: This is why
I am a cat owner.)

PACIFICAPEDIA
Good news from blogger Chris Fogel: “With the budget, gen-
eral plan, and the San Pedro Creek bridge in the news lately,
I thought this might be of interest to readers seeking more in-
formation about these subjects. I’ve begun a SLOW reorgani-
zation of how the information is presented on Pacifica Index.
I completed my goal of converting council, committee, and
commission info into a more accessible format than what the
City of Pacifica provides. I’ve begun building a wiki called Paci-
ficapedia. The material is searchable and includes data from
across multiple city departments and sources, supplemented
with my own research, analysis, and occasional on-scene re-
porting (snapping pictures and taking video with my camera
phone).” Search: pacificaindex.com/pacificapedia

SITESEER
El Nino or No Nino? Visit climate.gov for info on our crazy
weather.

SWAMI SEZ
“Give me six lines written by the most honest man, and I will
find something there to hang him.” (Cardinal Richelieu)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com
Blog: PacificaRiptide.com
Editor: Goofbuster.com
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Enjoying summer

Letters and Op-Ed Policy
We welcome your letters to the editor and

guest opinion columns. They are a vital part of
this community newspaper. But our time and
space are limited, so we ask you to share re-
sponsibility with us by following these rules:

• Be brief: 250-300 words for letters, 500
words for op-ed pieces.

• Be civil and neighborly: no name-call-
ing, no rants or sermons, no personal attacks.
Stick to the issues. We will not print any libel-
ous or inflammatory material. We reserve the
right to decline a letter.

• Be clear and concise. Check your gram-
mar and logic. Do NOT send multiple or rough
drafts — final version only. We reserve the
right to edit minor errors of spelling, punctua-
tion, and fact, but if your submission requires
major editing, we will return it to you to fix and
resubmit if you wish.

• The deadline for all submissions is Thurs-
day noon of the week preceding publication.

• We will apply these rules fairly and con-
sistently to all our valued contributors: no ex-
ceptions, no special favors.

• Please provide your full name, address,
and telephone number with all submissions,
but only your name and city where you live
will appear in print.

• Email your submissions to
tribune-opinion@bayareanewsgroup.com.

Submitted Photo Policy
Email jpeg photos to tribunephotos@

bayareanewsgroup.com. Please provide
photographer’s name. Photos submitted may
be published at our discretion in the Pacifica
Tribune or any of its publications, or any other
Bay Area News Group newspaper or website.

* Opinions expressed by columnists
& letter writers are theirs alone and
not those of the Pacifica Tribune.
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See LETTERS, Page 7
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Highlight
Why was this question mark added? This sentence is a statement, not a question.. Please do not make any changes to my column without running it by me first.


