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? Opinions

Editorial, Letters to the editor

The PacificaTribune welcomes your emailed news items.
Email story suggestions to horaceh1@yahoo.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number. News items include
community events, activities, education, lifestyle, business,
sports, entertainment, etc. News stories are published on
a space-available basis. The Tribune does not guarantee
placement of any event. Photos are also accepted and must
be sent as JPEG files attached to your email. Please provide the photographer’s name and the names and titles (if
any) of people in the photo. The deadline for receipt of news
items is 5 p.m. on Wednesday for the following week’s publication. Your submission must be no more than 500 words.
Briefer is better. The Tribune reserves the right to edit the
story to fit the space.

Letters to the Editor
Letters must be no more than 250 words. Email your
letter to tribuneletters@bayareanewsgroup.com. Include
your first and last name, home address and telephone number for verification. Neither your address nor phone number will be printed in the newspaper, just the part of the
community where you live (Linda Mar, Rockaway, Manor,
etc.). We reserve the right to edit letters for length, good
taste, libel and clarity. No anonymous letters will be printed.
Deadline for receipt of your letter is 5 p.m. on Thursday for
the following week’s publication. Letters will be published
in order of receipt. Letters longer than 250 words will be
returned to the sender.

Lens on Pacifica

News Submission Guidelines

PHOTO BY BEV JACQUEMET

Opinion Columns
The Tribune editor will consider requests to
write an opinion column of no more than 500
words. Email your request to tribuneletters@
bayareanewsgroup.com. All submissions must be received
by Thursday noon for the following week’s publication.
Opinion columns longer than 500 words will be returned to
the sender. Include your first and last name, home address
and telephone number for verification. If you are affiliated
with an organization that relates to your submission, please
list your affiliation with the organization.

Life Tributes
The deadline for submitting an obituary is 5 p.m.
on Friday for the following week’s publication. If a
memorial service is being held the week of publication, a late obituary will be accepted on Monday at
noon. Email all obituaries and accompanying photo to
tribuneobits@bayareanewsgroup.com. Only one photo per
obituary. Send photo as a PDF or JPEG attachment to your
document. Price: 250 words or less: $60 without a photograph; $85 with a photograph. Obituaries longer than 250
words may be subject to an additional cost. For additional
information, call 650-359-6666.

Milestone News & Calendar
The Tribune welcomes engagement, wedding and anniversary announcements. Photos will be accepted with
engagement and wedding announcements. For anniversaries of more than 25 years, photos are accepted. Announcement of events and/or fundraising activities are also welcomed for publication in the Tribune Community Notes
section. Email announcements and calendar events to
tribunecalendar@bayareanewsgroup.com.

Submitted Photos
Email
JPEG
photos
to
tribunephotos@
bayareanewsgroup.com. Please provide photographer’s
name and identify subjects in the photo. Photos submitted
may be published at our discretion in the Tribune or any of
its publications, or any other Bay Area News Group newspaper or website.
(Receipt of the above items by email is preferred; however,
submissions may also be dropped off at the Tribune office,
59 Bill Drake Way by the listed deadline.)

* Opinions expressed by columnists &
letter writers are theirs alone and not those
of the Pacifica Tribune.
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Graham cracker creations at the PB&R holiday celebration

Letters
to the editor
Merry Time
Dear Editor:
Seems like just yesterday, it was
the season for, you know who, Santa
Claus. Pacifica has a love for you
all — year long, both young and old.
And Christmas is a special time to
be merry and smile for all. We enjoy
ham, turkey, prime rib, and if we are
lucky, someone will make Crab Cioppino, apple pie and all the fixings.
We put up our Christmas tree
and decorate it with sparkles and the
bright lights with a star or an angel on
top.
As we say at the pier, “happy greetings” to all and to all a good night.
May you be happy and healthy in
2015.
Andy Pappas
Fairmont

Remembering
Matt Doran
Dear Editor:
Long time Pacifican Matt Dorn
passed away recently. Matt was a
commercial fisherman, and one of the
original old crew of surfers that began
surfing Pedro Point more than 50 years
ago. It’s hard to imagine with today’s
hordes of surfers in Linda Mar, there
was an actual time where there were
just a handful of hardy regulars who
wore little or no wetsuits even in the
coldest days of winter. I first met Matt
in the 1960s. Matt was one of those
colorful figures back then. You either
loved him or hated him, but deep down
inside, Matt was really an OK guy. I
first met Matt as a young surfer in 1963,
and yes, he did come across as a quite
gruff person, but over the years, Matt
and I became friends, and my wife and
I would have regular talks with him in
the field on Pedro Point.
Besides being an excellent surfer in
his day, Matt was also a knowledgeable

commercial fisherman. Now you have
to understand this, Matt and other
fisherman such as Dick Keating were
brought up in an era long before GPS
computer navigation. An add on to the
fact that the U.S. jobs census stated
that commercial fishing is the most
dangerous occupation in the U.S. Matt
simply loved the sea. He fished, surfed,
and lived in a beach cabin inches from
the high tide line. I swear Matt had salt
water coursing through his veins, so
it was only fitting that a group of old
friends paddled out one last time and
scattered his remains in front of his beloved cabin on the shores in front of his
beach cabin where he had seen many
beach sunsets.
Matt leaves his wife Sheila, two
lovely grown daughters, and a motley
collection of brothers and friends that
will miss his gruff, but friendly persona,
and I will personally miss our regular
talks in the field next to his fishing boat
on the Pedro Point levy. Rest in peace
old friend.
Greg Boyden
Pedro Point

Directing traffic
Dear Editor:
What is it going to take for the city
of Pacifica/police department to send
someone to direct traffic when the
signals are out?
It took 30 minutes from Linda Mar
Boulevard to get to Reina del Mar at
Vallemar on Dec. 4 morning.
How were emergency vehicles to
get through!
C. Jones
Park Pacifica

Defend quality of
life
Dear Editor:
I can’t help but feel sold out by
the constant zoning changes, and

development approvals granted by
the Pacifica Planning Commission. It
seems as if we, the people of Pacifica,
vote for the most environmentally
friendly/anti-development
candidates that are on the ballot. Yet time
after time, more development is approved and our quality of life is sold
out. Please remember we, the people
of Pacifica, vote. We do not owe these
developers anything, especially not
our quality of life. If they speculate
and buy property in this community,
it’s their risk.
As far as votes, what happened
to the slogan, “keep our hillsides
green?” It was successful, right?
Peeble’s Measure L was defeated,
too. Voting patterns seem to show
that we, the people of Pacifica, do not
want to live in a place that looks like
L.A. — traffic everywhere, big cement developments, and no nature.
So dear Pacifica politicians, please
represent us according to your election promises.
Another Fassler development
was approved, piggy backed on the
Harmony @ 1. The Quarry just sold
to another developer from Michigan
(according to the Tribune), wonder
what he’ll plan.
If we, the people of Pacifica, don’t
start to defend our quality of life, we’ll
soon have to suffer the consequences,
more traffic and stress. I doubt we’ll
be walking our dog in the McMansion
neighborhood. Not to mention our
wildlife that’s being bulldozed and
starved. Has anyone seen the hawks
lately, who used to perch on the lamp
post on Fassler? I guess they’ll eventually leave.
Those people who say it’s good
for business are missing the fact that
there is never enough money, no matter if we bulldoze, cement, and kill
the last bit of nature we have in our
community.
Jeanette Jacobi
Linda Mar

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
GOOD SAMARITAN
Inside Linda Mar Safeway recently, Scott McKellar absentmindedly pocketed his bank card and walked away
from the Wells Fargo ATM without picking up the cash
he had just withdrawn from the machine. “I heard a voice
behind me say, ‘Excuse me, sir, you forgot your money.’
A man walked up and handed me my hundred dollars.
What a town!” says Scott, who was so flustered by his
good fortune that he forgot to get the Good Samaritan’s
name. So here for the record, in case that honest gentleman is reading this or if you know who he is, a big holiday
hug from Scott and an “attaboy” from me.
STAY STRONG
My silent partner on my Pacifica Riptide blog is very upset that not more people come out to City Council and
Planning Commission meetings to keep the politicians
in line. But some of us don’t like going to meetings. We
prefer to be activists by writing blog posts and letters to
the editor of the Tribune. Hey, whatever it takes. I salute all of you who take the trouble to comment online, or
write letters to the newspaper, or attend city meetings.
We need all of you in the mix. Every public act matters.
You are doing something about your community, not just
sitting back and stewing in apathy. Stay involved, stay
committed, stay active.
BUY NOTHING
Aaron Zorndorf says on Riptide: “I just created this local nonprofit, Buy Nothing Group, for Pacificans only.
Check it out on Facebook. It’s a way to help each of our
community members and to eliminate waste. Especially
during this season of mass consumption, consider joining and continue gifting all year. There is no obligation.
Buy Nothing: Give freely. Share creatively. Post anything

you’d like to give away, lend, or share among neighbors.
Ask for anything you’d like to receive for free or borrow.
Keep it legal. Keep it civil. No buying or selling, no trades
or bartering, no soliciting for cash. We’re an adult-only,
hyper-local gift economy.”
REDWOODS WIN
“After years of opposition, Caltrans has rescinded its
approvals for a controversial highway-widening project
that would endanger ancient redwood trees in Richardson Grove State Park, along Highway 101 in Humboldt
County. Conservation groups and local residents last
week dismissed a lawsuit they filed in federal court in
July in exchange for Caltrans abandoning the project
approvals and agreeing to restart the environmental review if the agency pursues the project. Caltrans has been
prohibited from any project construction activities by
both a 2012 federal court injunction and a recent state
court order. Conservation groups and local residents
have now won three consecutive lawsuits challenging the
‘Richardson Grove Operational Improvement Project,’ a
proposal that would cut into and pave over the roots of
many of Richardson Grove’s ancient redwoods, including some that are 2,000 years old, are 18 feet in diameter, and reach heights of 300 feet. Caltrans has pursued
this project solely to benefit passage for oversized commercial trucks.” (Environmental Protection Information
Center – EPIC)
SWAMI SEZ
“You can’t have everything. Where would you put it?”
MAYBURRITOVILLE
Blog PacificaRiptide.com
Email Mayburrito@Goofbuster.com

