
Yesterday, the California Coastal Commission 
voted 7 to 5 to fire Executive Director Charles 
Lester. In spite of information from the 
commission staff attorney that it is permissible 
to deliberate and vote in public (under Bagley-
Keene Open Meeting Act of 2015), the 
commissioners chose to vote in private.  
 
Voted to oust Dr. Lester*: Olga Diaz (alternate), 
Erik Howell, Martha McClure, Wendy Mitchell, Effie 
Turnbull-Sanders, Roberto Uranga, Mark Vargas.  
Voted to retain Dr. Lester*: Vice Chair Dayna 
Bochco, Carole Groom, Chair Steve Kinsey, Mary 
Luevano, Mary Shallenberger. 
(*courtesy L.A. Times) 
 
The world listened for hours as hundreds of 
Californians representing a million or more 
voters crowded into the small meeting space at 
Morro Bay to speak in favor of retaining Dr. 
Lester. Then we heard the commissioners 
profess their adherence to transparent, unbiased 
discussion and process: 
• Some commissioners blamed the media for 

what they perceived as an “inaccurate 
campaign that confused the public” (about 



Dr. Lester). 
• Others said there was no basis to the idea that 

they were “wined and dined by developers.” 
• One asked for “more voices” in spite of the 

very large crowd representing a million or 
more Californians in support of Dr. Lester. 

• A few professed that no one told them how to 
vote. 

We listened for negative comments about Dr. 
Lester, yet we heard none. No reason was given 
for firing the eminently qualified, competent, 
and gifted Dr. Lester. 
 
If the public is confused, it is because there were 
no negative comments, from commissioners or 
the public, about Dr. Lester.  
 
MOTION TO DELIBERATE AND VOTE 
IN PRIVATE 
The decision to vote in private was an indicator 
of the balance of power on the commission: 
• Motion to deliberate and vote in closed session 

was made by Effie Turnbull-Sanders and 
seconded by Roberto Uranga.  

• Amending Motion to vote in public was made 



by Carole Groom. 
• Motion to deny Amending Motion was made 

by Martha McClure. 
• Vote to support Motion to Deny Amending 

Motion: Dayna Bochco, Erik Howell, 
Martha McClure, Roberto Uranga, Mark 
Vargas, Wendy Mitchell, and alternate Olga 
Diaz.  

This vote assures a pro-development 
commission that will do as it pleases 
in support of coastal development.  
 
Who are the California Coastal 
Commissioners, and what are their 
affiliations? Yesterday's irrational vote 
begs the question. 
 
Science Grrrl 


